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Study Group creates a 

video featuring 6 of their 

university clients affirming 

that international students 

are welcome in the United 

States using the 

#YouAreWelcomeHere 

hashtag.

N OV E M B E R  

2 0 1 6

Temple University also 

creates a successful 

#YAWH video. Jessica 

Sandberg, previously of 

Temple University, sees 

potential for a national 

campaign and begins 

promoting the idea.

N OV E M B E R  

2 0 1 6

F E B R UA RY  

2 0 1 7

NAFSA takes over 

leadership of the 

#YouAreWelcomeHere 

campaign.

J U N E

2 0 1 9

#YouAreWelcomeHere
History of the Campaign

Thanks to increased 

media attention, over 100 

colleges and universities 

participate in the 

campaign by early 2017.

Led by Temple University, 

a group of nine colleges 

and universities launch 

the 

#YouAreWelcomeHere 

Scholarship. In its first 

year, over 50 universities 

offer the scholarship.

M AY  

2 0 1 8

S E P T E M B E R  

2 0 1 9

The inaugural class of 

#YouAreWelcomeHere 

Scholars arrives on 

campuses across the 

country.

2



6/10/22

2

Social Media Campaign

colleges, universities, 
and community 

colleges

395

Twitter Followers

1,642

secondary schools

24

organizations
75
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Goals of the 
Scholarship Campaign

• Strengthen the message of 
#YouAreWelcomeHere

• Create a globally recognized 
scholarship program for 
international students with 
consistent standards at 
participating U.S. colleges and 
universities

• Provide increased access to U.S. 
higher education for international 
students

• Create a lasting legacy for the 
benefit of international students
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2021 - 2022 Scholarship Campaign

#YouAreWelcomeHere 
Scholars

42

Scholarship money 
awarded

$590K

countries
27

participating 
institutions

53
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2019-2021 Comparison

2019 2020 2021

Number of YAWH Scholars 33 26 42

Number of Countries 23 17 27

Number of Institutions Offering 62 66 53

Number of Institutions Enrolling 23 17 22

Dollar Value of Scholarship for the Year 
(First Year Only) $720,000 $349,000 $590,000 
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Italy
Romania

Peru

Nepal

El Salvador

Colombia Liberia

Ghana

Kenya

Ethiopia

Japan

Vietnam

Germany

Greece

UK

Zimbabwe

India

Bangladesh
Palestine

Canada

Malawi

Syria

Brazil

Pakistan

Sri Lanka

Uzbekistan

Nigeria
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2021 Scholars
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Calls to Action

Find out if your institution 
is participating in the 

campaign
https://bit.ly/3dPSROC

Create a new 
#YouAreWelcomeHere 

video or refresh an 
existing one

Use 
#YouAreWelcomeHere 

on social media
https://bit.ly/3d0L0i8

Join the 
#YouAreWelcomeHere Social 
Media Campaign Microsite on 

Network.NAFSA
https://bit.ly/3d1i61x

Support policies that are 
welcoming to 

international students

Contact KCIEM@nafsa.org
with any questions or to 

get involved
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FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS

I’M AN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT – CAN YOU HELP ME 
GET A SCHOLARSHIP?

I AM AN INSTITUTION AND WANT TO OFFER THE 
SCHOLARSHIP – WHERE DOES THE MONEY COME 
FROM?

WHAT DOES NAFSA DO FOR THE YAWH CAMPAIGN?

WHEN IS THE DEADLINE FOR SCHOLARSHIP?
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